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A MESSAGE FROM EXECUTVE DIRECTOR, JIM FAUCETT   

 
Hurray!  Like you, Youth Outright is 
celebrating the Supreme Court deci-
sion in favor of marriage equality.  But, 
even as we celebrate, we know this 
decision will not likely have a signifi-
cant impact on the lives of many 
LGBTQ youth in WNC.  
 
LGBTQ youth and those perceived to 
be LGBTQ are still being bullied, har-
assed, and discriminated against be-
cause of who they are, and many will 
continue to be marginalized and stig-
matized within traditional youth envi-
ronments.  They will still be ostracized 
and often rejected by parents, families, 
friends, schools, and communities, es-
pecially in the rural South.   
 
LGBTQ youth will continue to be at a 
higher risk for self-harm, risky behav-
iors, and suicidal ideation than their 
straight counterparts because, too of-
ten, they have not been taught to val-
ue themselves for whom they are.  So, 
while we celebrate this landmark deci-
sion, we know there is still work  

 
ahead, and YO will continue to need 
your help to improve the lives of 
LGBTQ and allied youth in Western 
North Carolina. 
 
"It's YO Prom 2015" was a rousing suc-
cess to say the least, with attendance 
growing more than 35 percent from 
2014.  YO's 2nd-Annual Picnic and 
Kickball Challenge, with youth from 
Blue Ridge Community College and 
East Henderson and Hendersonville 
High schools on the planning commit-
tee, was Saturday, July 11th, in Fletch-
er Park.  You will read more about 
these special events on our website. 
 
We have received numerous calls over 
the past year from youth, parents, 
teachers, and counselors about the 
need for support for middle school-
aged youth.  We have been listening 
closely and have started offering a 
monthly meeting (3rd Saturday of the 
month) for this age group, with a sepa-
rate, concurrent meeting for their par-
ents.   

 
YO introduced the WNC Gay-Straight 
Alliance (GSA) Initiative during the 
2014-15 academic year to reach and 
have a positive impact on youth and 
supportive school personnel.  One of 
the Initiative's most visible projects 
was a collaborative community service 
project addressing homelessness 
among queer youth in WNC, which 
was featured in several significant me-
dia reports.   
 
And, finally, mark your calendars for 
the 2nd Annual Young Voices fundrais-
er on September 17th at the Asheville 
Jewish Community Center, which will 
feature excerpts from Qtopia, the full-
length play developed by the UNCA 
Queer Youth Theatre Project.  There 
are only a few opportunities in the 
South to hear the powerful voices of 
our queer and allied youth.  You will 
want to be there. 
 
Thank you for making a difference! 
 
Jim Faucett 
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Interview with YO Volunteer 
Bill Gambacort 
 
What made you want to volunteer with 
Youth Outright?  What keeps you com-
ing back week after week? 

I was volunteering at WNCAP at the time 
and wanted to do additional volunteer 
work in the community, but outside of 
the HIV/AIDS field.  Today's youth will be 
leading the charge on our issues in the 
future, and I wanted to help make sure 
they were ready.  I keep coming back 
because these kids are amazing.  They 
are smart, passionate, inquisitive about 
the things that are happening around 
them, and I am in amazement every 
Sunday I get to hang out with them. 
 
What's the best thing about your expe-
riences with Youth Outright and or 
youth? 

The best thing about these youth are the 
things that they have taught me, the is-
sues that I was ignorant to, they have 

shown me why those issues matter and 
why they matter to them.  My experi-
ence with YO in general has been won-
derful.  To meet and get a chance to 
work with people that are doing such 
good work and that genuinely care about 
these youth is inspiring. 
 
What's the most challenging thing 
about volunteering with Youth Out-
right? 

With my work schedule, I have not been 
able to attend as many sessions as I 
would like to.  The youth reinvigorate 
me; I find myself looking forward to 
  
    

 

spending time with these young adults. 
 
What has been your most memorable experience since you began volunteering 
with Youth Outright? 

There have been so many;  one of experiences that sticks out is something that 
happens more then I care to admit, and that is when a youth comes in and tells the 
group how this member or that member of the family said or did something hurtful 
to them intentionally.  I was lucky to have two incredible sisters that accepted me 
no matter what, and just hearing how families treat these youth blows my mind. 
 
What would you like for our community to know about Youth Outright and its 
impact on our youth and young adults? 

I always was kind of afraid of the future with the youth of today taking charge, but, 
after spending the amount of time with these youth that I have, I no longer have 
that worry.  These are compassionate, intelligent, and passionate and engaged 
young people that have unique outlooks on the world around them.  These young 
adults need positive role models in their life, and I hope that, by facilitating meet-
ings and helping with some events, the youth see that there are people out there 
that believe in them and care about them. 

 
 

 

 

How Can You Help?   

If you believe in the mission and work of YO, there are many ways you can help!  

   If you own a business in WNC, you can benefit YO through a sponsorship program offered by GayAshevilleNC. 

   You may always make a secure gift through our website, and don't forget, with AmazonSmile, you can shop and support YO at the same time.  

   We are always in need of dedicated group facilitators for Sunday meetings. 

http://www.gayashevillenc.com/YES-and-sponsor-listing.html
http://youthoutright.org/
https://youthoutright.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/amazonsmile-instructions.pdf
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Thoughts from Laura Eshelman, YO Social Work Intern 
 
My first field placement at Youth Out-
right this spring may turn out to be my 
most valuable takeaway from my MSW 
program.  I began the internship unfa-
miliar with YO and unsure about the 
significance it would add to my educa-
tion or career; after all, I was already a 
self-proclaimed "straight ally" who 
lived in Asheville, the supposed queer 
capital of the South.  How was I going to contribute to any kind of 
revolution by supervising a hang-out spot for teenagers? 
 
It didn't take long for me to realize how cavalier those assump-
tions were.  I had barely begun to build rapport with the youth 
when the necessity of YO's safe space and groups became clear 
through mere fragments of our conversations.   
 
Listening to the multitude of challenges associated with asserting 
a queer identity as a young person—mentally, emotionally, physi-

cally, and spiritually—in a relentlessly heteronormative culture 
forced me to re-examine my views about what it means to truly 
practice solidarity.  It also inspired no shortage of admiration for 
the bravery and resolve that our youth demonstrate on the daily.   
 
I am eternally grateful to Laurie Pitts for the gentle guidance and 
endless encouragement she provided to help me grow as a social 
worker and a person through this internship, and to Jim Faucett 
for allowing me the honor of being part of the YO community.  In 
addition to building professional skills (particularly though my 

involvement on the YO Prom planning committee), this internship helped me to build relationships that continue to inform my 
understanding of LGBTQ rights and equality, and the meaning that has for a vision of a better world. 
 
I could easily write a story about the menagerie of impacting experiences that stand out from my semester at Youth Outright.  
My role as an intern and the moments I've shared with our youth has been florid with curiosity and revelation, joy and laughter, 
frustration and sorrow, worry and hope.  In addition to improving my confidence in social work competency, I believe my time 
with YO's staff and kids has made me a better human being, and I couldn't have asked for a more fulfilling field placement. 
 

 
 
 
  

Special thanks to… 
 
Donations of money, products, services, 
professional expertise, and time are val-

uable to us—and to our youth.  The sup-
port of local businesses, community 
groups, and faith institutions is vital. 

Thank you to these valued partners, and 
to all those who support Youth Outright! 
Alliance For Full Acceptance  Amy Mandel-

Katina Rodis Fund  Asheville PrimeTimers  
Charlotte Street Computer   Community Foun-
dation of Henderson County  Daniella Mandel 
Fund  First Congregational United Church of 
Christ  Food Experience  Freeman Foundation 
 Greenlife Grocery  Metro Wines  Mission 
Health  Perry N. Rudnick Endowment Fund  
SisterCare WNC  The Chaddick Foundation  The 
Palette Fund  Unitarian Universalist Congrega-
tion of Asheville  Wells Fargo 
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Interview with YO Youth 
Adrian Lund 

How did you hear about Youth Out-
right? 
When I first came to Asheville, I didn't 
know many people so I started at-
tending my school's GSA.  It was 
there that I first heard about Youth 
Outright. 
 
What made you want to become 
involved with Youth Outright? 

After my first meeting, I was hooked.  
I couldn't believe how open everyone 
was and the sense of community it 
had.  It just felt right to keep coming 
and get involved. 
 
Why do you feel Youth Outright is 
important for local LGBTQ youth? 

Youth Outright is an amazing space 
where youth can be themselves and 
not be judged.  It is a place where you 
can go and be yourself. 
 
What were your experiences at AS-  
 
 

 

 

 
 

PYRE camp like?  What did you learn?  Would you recommend that other YO 
youth participate next year? 

ASPYRE camp is one of the best experiences I have had in my life so far.  I met so 
many great people and learned how to be more comfortable with my decisions.  
After that experience, I felt that I could actually step up and take action.  In the 
short amount of time I was there, I felt like a different person!  From the fun 
games we played to the privilege walk and all the ups and downs it brought, I 
wouldn't change a thing.  I would recommend for anyone to attend ASPYRE 
camp.  It is a truly an amazing program. 
 
You were an integral part of YO's prom-planning committee.  What was that 
experience like for you?  Would you be interested in more similar leadership 
opportunities? 

Being part of YO's prom was absolutely amazing!  Knowing that I was helping out 
with something that was going to bring so much joy was a great feeling.  Before I 
started attending Youth Outright, I never even dreamed I could be a part of 
something like that. 
 
What would you like to get out of continued involvement with Youth Outright? 

I would like to be as active in the community as possible and help out as much as 
I can. 
 
What are some positive 
ways in which Youth Out-
right has had an impact on 
your life? 

I have met so many great 
people from Youth Outright 
and I have come out of my 
shell in the time I've been 
there. 
 
Would you recommend 
that other youth become 
involved with YO? 

Of course I would!  Being a 
part of this program has 
changed my life and I will 
always recommend it. 

 

 
Did you know… 

 According to the Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education Network (GLSEN) 2013 National School Climate Survey, 87 percent of North Carolina 
students report hearing homophobic remarks ("fag" or "dyke") compared to 64.5 percent nationally.   

 In the South, the presence of gay-straight alliances (GSAs) is only 32 percent–far behind the rest of the country (the national average is 47 
percent).   

 Only a quarter of WNC's public high schools, early college programs, and community colleges have GSAs, and that includes a school where 
the principal removed flyers promoting the GSA because "LGBTQ" equals sex.   

http://www.glsen.org/nscs
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Interview with YO Youth Noah Watson-Pratt 
 

How did you hear about Youth Outright? 

I heard about Youth Outright through Kriya, my school counselor.  I was going through some hard times 
figuring out who I was, and then Kriya suggested the YO program since I wanted a way to connect with 
others that were going through the same struggle as I was. 
 

What made you want to reach out to Youth Outright? 

What made me want to reach out to Youth Outright was my motivation of creating a place that not only gave freedom to me, but 
freedom to everyone else that felt trapped by the age restrictions or specifications of other programs.  When I learned about YO, 
I knew I had found a "double rainbow." 
 
Why do you feel that offering programs for youth in middle school is so important? 

I feel that creating programs for middle school groups is very important because of the fact that many young LGBT+ members 
most likely will be going through a struggle when they find out who they are, or who they want to be.  When this time eventually 
comes around, there needs to be a safe space for those individuals to grow and understand that they're definitely not alone.  I 
know, when I tried to get into spaces that required you to be a certain age, I often felt a let-down feeling of sorts.  I truly don't 
want anyone else to have to feel like they have to wait to be of age, sort of like waiting in line.  I understand this is not the only 
youth program, and there are GSAs, but those are extremely rarely all-year programs. 
 
What types of programming would you like to see Youth Outright offer to middle school-aged youth? 

Programming I would like to see in Youth Outright would be the occasional visit from another member of the LGBT+ community.  
What I mean is someone to visit us that can answer any questions we might have about our future.  Also, I would enjoy the occa-
sional watching of a LGBT-themed movie, or just discussing a recent event in the same area.  Of course, it goes without saying 
that the occasional "tiny parties" where YO members just hang out and relax. 
 
What would you like to get out of involvement with Youth Outright? 

I would like to have achieved helping others going through this struggle of discovery.  I would not only like to create a safe envi-
ronment like I had wanted, but leave a safe place in my wake.  I would like to, when the time comes, have left a strong and pow-
erful organization for all that need guiding. 
 

 
 

YO Programs Update by Laurie Pitts, MSW 
  

Since I began working with Youth Outright this past January, our youth have been a part of incredible growth 
and experienced devastating losses.  Since the first of the year, our work with local GSAs has become a major 
aspect of our overall programming.  We have worked with high schools in Asheville, Hendersonville, and Bre-
vard, as well as Sylva, and we look forward to growing that program as students head back to school in Au-
gust.  As a result of working with GSAs, more youth (and school personnel) have become familiar with YO 
and what we offer LGBTQ youth.  This has led to a record increase in numbers of youth attending YO pro-
grams and events.  In addition, after receiving many requests for services for youth in this age range, YO held 
its first group meeting for LGBTQ youth in middle school in May.  In fact, it was after reading a letter sent to 
us by Noah Watson-Pratt, who was 12 years old at the time, and his school counselor, that we felt compelled 
to respond to this need and scheduled our first meeting.  Currently, this group meets once a month, but we 
look forward to its potential growth in the coming months. 

While we have seen so much wonderful growth as an agency (and as a community on the whole), our youth 
have seen far too many of their own take their own lives or attempt to do so.  In hearing their reactions to 
such devastating losses, I've learned that we still have so much work left to do.  In the coming months, YO's programming wil l be fo-
cused on creating safe spaces for our youth in schools and in their communities; providing social activities that allow them to simply 
have moments of fun and joy; and providing group discussion topics that afford youth a sense of their history, skills to help them cope 
with the issues of everyday life, and activities that allow them to find their own voices.  Most importantly, though, we hope to help our 
youth see that each of their lives is important and has immense value, to us and to the world. 


