
Dear Friends of Youth OUTright,

Since January, LGBTQ and questioning youth at YO have been wonderfully busy and involved in a range of
exciting activities. YO youth attended The 27
the ASPYRE (A Safer Place for Youth to Reach for Excellence) Leadership Camp, performed in and attended
the UNCA Theatre production of Qtopia
in two community forums on LGBTQ homelessness, worked with Gay Straight Alliances (GSAs) in local high
schools, participated in the Flapjack Fundraiser cosponsored by SisterCare WNC and the Asheville Prime
Timers in Asheville and Hendersonville, attended the LGBT in the South Conference sponsored by the
Campaign for Southern Equality, and are currently working hard on their upcoming
Little Queer Here with an “Alice in wonderland” theme.

Under Laurie Pitts able and energetic guidance as YO Program Manager, almost twenty youth are attending
Sunday programs in 2015 for fun, festive, safe and educational programming.
(Philadelphia and Rent), creative writing games, panels with local colleg
Tranzmission, and an amazing forum on the constitutional rights of youth by Christopher Brook, Legal Director
of the ACLU. YO youth—with assistance from students at WCU
need of clothing. They are also increasingly involved in addressing the needs of homeless youth in the area.
Programs and services such as these would be impossible without the generous cooperation of community
members who are always ready to share information and their
YO continues to offer programming every Sunday afternoon and evening.
Laurie and trained YO Facilitators who give generously of their time to provide balanced programming that
central to our work of empowering LGBTQ and questioning youth to become engaged citizens and future
leaders of our community. All Sunday programs end with supper where the youth visit and “hang” with each
other.

For many of the youth participating in YO programs and activities, it is a transformative experience.
“recapping Denver,” sixteen year-old Hagen had this to say about his experience at the Creating Change
Conference in February attended by over 4,000 LGBTQ people:
an experience that is so new to me I haven’t discovered the words?
what others think… Knowledge is power; now I have the knowledge to empower others.
experience that every LGBTQ should [have].”
Creating Change 2015 in Denver was an incredibly powerful and important experience for me.
to such an unabashedly queer space before, and I’ve never had the o
movers and shakers in the movement before…I came back with pockets full of names and emails and inbox full
of “Nice to meet you!” All in all, I’m so thankful for the opportunity.
doing more.” Tori, who attended the ASPYRE Leadership Camp reports:
weekends I’ve ever had. I learned so many new things
a better leader, and how my personality helps
that I’ve known for years. I feel like a different person.
That I can stand up and lead.” Youth OUTright offers our heartfelt appreciation
Katina Rodis Fund and the Alliance for Full Acceptance for making these extraordinary opportunities possible
for Hagen, Wesley and Tori.

It is both humbling and thrilling to bear witness to the testimonies of these and other YO youth
OUTright, we are so privileged to have this opportunity to work and collaborate with such intelligent,
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courageous and outstanding young people.
youth in WNC, particularly those without parental support or a role model at school or those who constantly
feel unsafe in all the places so many are privileged to be safe.
might benefit from our programs and services, please do not hesitate to l
info@youthoutright.org.

In the coming weeks, there are several ways you can support the work of Youth OUTright.
Youth OUTright is Greenlife’s recipient of th
to donate the dime normally refunded for bringing a reusable bag.
70 Merrimon Avenue in Asheville.

Additionally, mark your calendars for the re
from 1:30 to 4:30. It is pollen season, so get that nasty yellow gunk off your car or truck while supporting
WNC’s only prom for LGBTQ and allied youth.
percent of the proceeds will benefit YO’s homelessness project for LGBTQ youth in WNC.

Lastly, help us spread the word about
event for LGBTQ youth and their alli
Arts Center, 101 Fairview Road, Asheville.
photobooth! Adult chaperones will be on site.
Additional information about the prom and all YO programs and services can be found at our website:
www.youthoutright.org.

Thank you so very much for your support of Youth OUTright
We’ll share photos of the prom and other upcoming events with you this summer

Appreciatively,

E. Keith Bramlett
Chair, Youth OUTright, WNC, Inc.

www.youthoutright.org
www.facebook.com/youthoutright
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hout parental support or a role model at school or those who constantly
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to donate the dime normally refunded for bringing a reusable bag. Dimes matter at YO!

Additionally, mark your calendars for the re-scheduled YO carwash at Fuddrucker’s on Saturday, May 23
It is pollen season, so get that nasty yellow gunk off your car or truck while supporting

WNC’s only prom for LGBTQ and allied youth. The cost is $5. In addition to supporting
percent of the proceeds will benefit YO’s homelessness project for LGBTQ youth in WNC.

Lastly, help us spread the word about It’s YO Prom: We’re All a Little Queer Here
event for LGBTQ youth and their allies ages 14-23 is June 6th, from 7-10 at Asheville’s Toy Boat Community
Arts Center, 101 Fairview Road, Asheville. Youth will dance to tunes spun by DJ SteadyLove and enjoy a free

Adult chaperones will be on site. It’s YO Prom is strictly an alcohol and drug
Additional information about the prom and all YO programs and services can be found at our website:
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