
 
 
Progress … and yet the struggle for acceptance continues. 
 
Many of us are optimistic the Supreme Court will decide in favor of marriage equality in June.  If the 
Court does not, our youth will be devastated.  Not long ago, I witnessed their reactions to the passage of 
Amendment One, which felt like a huge societal slap in the face to them. 
 
Even if the outcome of the Court goes our way one cannot nor should not assume the decision will have 
a significant impact on the lives of many lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning (LGBTQ) 
youth in their schools, their homes and their communities.  There is always the possibility of backlash 
and too often our LGBTQ youth become the easy scapegoats and convenient targets.   
 
Queer youth will continue to need your support no matter what happens in June. 
 
We cannot forget that there is no federal law that consistently protects LGBT individuals from 
employment discrimination.  Twenty-nine states have no laws that explicitly prohibit discrimination 
based on sexual orientation.  As a result, LGBT people face serious discrimination in employment, 
including being fired, being denied a promotion and experiencing harassment on the job.  It has been 
aptly noted that in the South, one can get married on Saturday and fired on Monday for the wedding 
photo you  placed on your desk. 
 
In the South the presence of gay-straight alliances (GSAs) in schools—student organizations documented 
to  have a positive influence on school environments for LGBTQ and allied youth—is  only thirty-two 
percent which is significantly behind the rest of the country (where the national average is forty-seven 
percent).  In WNC only about a quarter of the public high schools have GSAs, including a school where 
the principal removed flyers promoting the GSA because “LGBTQ” equals sex. 
 
While we can marry in North Carolina now and maybe soon anywhere in the United States, at Youth 
Outright we still bear witness to the testimonies of queer youth every week about how they are bullied, 
harassed and discriminated against because of who they are.  They are still rejected by parents, families, 
friends, schools and communities.  Throughout the rural and small town South, there are too few safe 
spaces for LGBTQ youth.   
 
Queer youth are still kicked out of their homes, or made to feel they have to leave for their own safety 
and dignity.  They are still made to feel less than human, less than whole, less than worthy.  Queer youth 
are still at higher risk for self-harm, unhealthy behaviors and suicidal ideation because they have not 
been taught how to value themselves for who they are. 
 
Queer youth still need the support of caring adults and caring communities.  The best way to help 
LGBTQ youth in WNC is by supporting Youth Outright (YO). 
 
It’s hard to put a value on changing just one life for the better.  Youth Outright is changing many lives, 
and each individual that we impact—youth, parents, teachers and counselors—in turn impacts another. 
 



Youth Outright continues to reach and empower more LGBTQ youth.  Attendance at our weekly youth 
meetings grew a remarkable ninety-four percent during the first quarter of 2015 compared to the 
previous year’s first quarter.  We have introduced a biweekly e-newsletter to better connect our 
expanding network of GSAs in WNC and enhance their sense of belonging to a regional community that 
helps LGBTQ youth feel better about themselves, their options, and their futures.   
 
We have also begun responding to the needs of middle school youth, a population we’ve not worked 
with previously but who experience significant bullying and isolation in the challenging environment of 
middle school.  Youth across America and throughout WNC are coming out now at earlier ages than 
ever.  At YO, we are determined to make every effort to meet the multi-faceted needs of these middle 
school LGBTQ youth. 
 
YO is a liaison and a partner with local, state and national organizations that make us the biggest, most 
effective advocate in WNC for queer and allied youth, parents, GSA sponsors/advisers, and other adults 
who want to make a positive difference.  We recently hosted Chris Brook, Legal Director for the ACLU of 
North Carolina at a youth meeting where they had a rare opportunity to ask questions and learn more 
about their constitutional rights to form GSAs and to take a same-sex partner to their high school prom. 
 
This is who we are and what we’ve worked hard to achieve.  Our LGBTQ and allied youth deserve 
nothing less than our full commitment.  Will you commit to be part of our effort?  Click here for the 
options on making your tax-deductible contribution or click on the Donate button on our website. 
 
Thank you for making a difference in the lives of LGBTQ youth in WNC. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jim Faucett, Executive Director 
 
 
 
 

http://youthoutright.org/how-you-can-help/

