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A MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTVE DIRECTOR, JIM FAUCETT   

My partner Gary and I can now get married in 
North Carolina.  That is a tremendous turn of 
events, but we know that this new equality 
can never be taken for granted.  And, while 
history has been made, the experiences of 
LGBTQ youth in western have not yet 
changed.  LGBTQ youth will continue to be 
vulnerable and marginalized, especially in our 
rural communities, unless our com-munity 
continues to provide resources and services 
that local LGBTQ youth so desperately need.   
 
I would encourage you to read more about 
what it's like being an LGBTQ youth in the 
United States in the 21st century.  The Gay, 
Lesbian & Straight Education Network (GLSEN), 
one of the nation's leading advocates for 
LGBTQ youth, recently released the findings of 
its 2013 National School Climate Survey.  And, 
while things are getting better, 55 percent of 
youth still report feeling unsafe at school 
because of their sexual identity.   
 
Youth Outright (YO) continues to work to  
impact the environments where 
youth spend most of their time, especially  

school and home.  The WNC Gay-Straight 
Alliance (GSA) Initiative was developed by  
YO to help connect LGBTQ and allied youth 
with supportive school personnel throughout 
our region.  One way we will do so is by 
consolidating scarce financial and human 
resources to develop an administrative model 
(managed by YO) that can build and sustain 
continuity of support when school years end, 
youth graduate, and/or advisers change jobs.  
The Initiative is underwritten in part by The 
Cathedral of All Souls, the Community 
Foundation of Henderson County, Perry N. 
Rudnick Endowment Fund and General Grant, 
and TD Charitable Foundation.  
 
The UNCA Drama Department, in partnership 
with YO, recently started offering ground-
breaking Queer Youth Theatre classes and 
outreach workshops, where LGBTQ and allied 
youth are encouraged to develop their own 
voices and tell their own stories.  As a 
culmination of this project, the youth will 
present an original play at UNCA in February  
2015.  This is sure to be an incredible event  
and we will be sure to keep you posted.  

In order to continue to provide quality  
services, YO relies upon and is grateful for the 
support of many individuals, businesses, 
foundations, and community and faith 
organizations.  The Freeman Foundation, the 
Amy Mandel-Katina Rodis Fund, and the 
Alliance for Full Acceptance have each made 
significant investment in our work and our 
youth.  Our September Young Voices event, 
held at the Jewish Community Center, was 
sponsored by Bank of America, Mission 
Health, and PLI.  Metro Wines has been very 
generous through its Wine with a Purpose 
program and by hosting our fall wine tasting.  
The Unitarian Universalist Church of Asheville 
recently selected YO as a beneficiary of its 
Share the Plate program.  Click here to review 
the complete list of our supporters.  
 
 
 
You make our work possible.  Thank you.  May 
you and your family have a wonderful 2015! 
 

 

http://www.glsen.org/
http://www.glsen.org/
http://youthoutright.org/friends-of-youth-outright/
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Interview with 
Blue Ridge 
Community 
College GSA 
Advisor Joshua 
Bledsoe 

 
 
 

 

 
How important is your school's GSA to 
the students who are involved?  
  
The GSA is very important to students.  It 
provides an opportunity to create lasting 
friendships with other LGBTQ and Ally 
students.  Students also support one 
another academically.  I noticed this year 
that students started forming study 
groups.  Students ask each other about 
assignments, midterm tests, papers, etc.  
The GSA also provides a space for 
students discuss queer-specific topics. 
Particularly, in a rural setting, the GSA 
serves one of the few if not only spaces 
students can talk about queer related 
topics.  
 
Have you seen any overall changes in the 
overall attitudes of students?  
  
Absolutely!  I advise PRiSM which is the 
name of the GSA at Blue Ridge 
Community College.  Our group has  
intentionally partnered with other 
clubs on campus.  Such partnerships 

have changed the 
hearts and minds of 
students on our 
campus.  It also has 
positively impacted 
the attitudes of 
LGBTQ students on 
campus.  The 
presence of a GSA 
gives our students (LGBTQ) hope!  They have hope 
that someone at their campus is interested in their truth, and wants to help them 
successfully pursue their educational goals while being authentic to themselves.  
  
How has Youth Outright supported your GSA?  
 
Youth Outright has been a wonderful support to our GSA.  Youth Outright has been 
an important component bringing GSAs together. I feel that it is important for LGBTQ 
youth to meet one another.  The kickball in August was such an event that allowed 
youth the chance to get to know one another.  
 
How can Youth Outright further support your students and GSA going forward?  
  
Youth Outright has provided wonderful support for the GSA initiative.  GSA advisers 
from across the region are now talking one another. In western NC, this is historic, 
and Youth Outright has helped to make networking amongst GSAs a reality.  By 
continuing to support the GSA initiative, Youth Outright allows students the chance 
to build supportive relationships throughout the western NC region.

 
 

 

 

How Can You Help? 
 
If you believe in the mission and work of YO, there are many ways you can help.   
 
  If you own a business in WNC, you can benefit YO through a sponsorship program offered by GayAshevilleNC.   

 
  You can always make a secure gift through our website, and don't forget, with AmazonSmile you can shop and      

support YO at the same time. 
 

 We are always in need of dedicated group facilitators for Sunday meetings. 

 

http://www.gayashevillenc.com/YES-and-sponsor-listing.html
http://youthoutright.org/
https://youthoutright.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/amazonsmile-instructions.pdf
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On September 11th, Youth Outright held Young Voices, a powerful performance event that showcased the incredible talent of 
our youth.  The following poem, written and performed by Wesley Stroupe, is reprinted here. 

 
i am not qualified to write a love poem 
by wesley stroupe 
 
this isn't a love poem 
i am not qualified to write a love poem 
  
this is where i beg and plead for permission from the critic in my head that 
leaps to my heart and prods the splinters 
left from the closet door i broke 
running against bare-chested the skin peeled back 
the ribcage unlocked unlatched my heartstrings taut 
tugged like leashes holding back the muscle beating 
  
dripping 
  
like the coffee i bought anyway 
that neatly stained my cardigan 
while i stood alone 
looking at the fine arts building at seven fifty six p m the skin 
on my arms freezing to Scales under the too-thin sweater i wore to look cute 
as hell 
i did look cute as hell, too, but 
cute? 
does that mean 
young? 
juvenile? 
what am i doing what would anyone want with that 
god kids are awful who likes kids anyway 
i'm a fricking little kid what the hell 
  
i am not qualified to write a love poem 
  
my friends the adults laughed and played on wooden swings in the dark under 
the tree in the field by the sidewalk path 
where i stood melodramatic ready to shed tears in 
melancholic waiting brooding 
even though you had given me a 
  
moment 
  
a short but valuable moment i so desperately needed 
i needed it and it was there and it held my heart inside me 
your words your arms encircled me as if sewing me into the binding of the 
book despite the fact that 
that you didn't have to find the time 
you had no obligation to do that 
why would you do that for me 
you had just closed a giant chapter an important exhausting chapter i saw the 
tears in your eyes even though they can't stop the beat they'll close the 
curtains 
  
i am not qualified to write a love poem 
  
i'm a parasite latching to the emotion you put in your eyes the words of your 
mouth 
the sound of your voice encapsulated and embedded and etched and held so 
tightly in page thirty five of the script i carry 
like a christian carries her bible 
a small child carries his blanket 
but also 
like a man wears a binder around his chest 
to hold his heart in place 

to show the world where his heart beats 
to show the world the mechanic of his heart 
  i once wrapped a scarf around my chest 
  pulled tight and tied 
  to hold my ribs in place 
  to keep my heart in place 
  the way your hugs do 
  but i couldn't make it work 
 i simply am not that strong 
  my chest felt as if it would crack and cave in 
the words on those pages are mine are yours 
they're ours to hold inside our chests 
as our hearts pound at the sight 
of the blood and the ice 
and tear-cleansed cheeks 
all bound to roadside 
fenceposts 
they're ours to hold inside our chests 
through matthew shepard's candlelight vigils 
in the same town 
as we stand in different theatres 
miles upon miles apart 
  
i dream that someday? you'll sit in the house of mine 
    like i sat in the house of yours 
  
i am not qualified to write a love poem 
  
i may be intelligent for my age i may have pretty words the big kind the smart 
kind the pretentious the eloquent, what-the-hell-i'm-not-qualified-to hold-
them-properly kinds of words 
i am seventeen years old 
what experience could i possibly have to fill them 
my voice bounces inside my head 
resonating with the timbre 
of the small child i'm so terrified and petrified and dreading being perceived as 
  
i am not qualified to write a love poem 
  
i am a fricking stray kitten that you fed with kind words and smiles and i came 
back to your arms in embraces releasing oxytocin like catnip but perhaps 
you're allergic is there room for a kitten does your apartment have a policy i 
don't even know what i'm saying except that i can't help but come back even 
though 
maybe we are on opposite sides of a band of road  i don't have a license to 
drive on wrapped around itself inside an m. c. escher sketch 
are there different rules with different physics different  boundaries i cannot 
understand that i'm ignoring with these emotions coursing through my veins 
pumping through my chest scalding my tongue like hot cocoa drawing stinging 
lines down my throat to my heart like the cayenne i didn't realize i had ordered 
can we maybe turn it into a mobius strip? 
wait 
i'm not allowed to ask that question because 
this isn't a love poem 
  
i am not qualified to write a love poem 
  
  
"i am not qualified to write a love poem" by wesley stroupe is licensed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. 
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An Interview with Joseph 
Pautz, Asheville High GSA 
Advisor 

 
How important is your school's GSA to 
the students who are involved? 

I have watched several students become 
much more confident in themselves and 
comfortable in school simply by attending 
GSA meetings.  These students 
consistently feel unwanted and out of 
place within the general school 
setting.  When they are a part of a 
community that not only welcomes them 
as they are but celebrates them the 
students blossom.  One student in 
particular has mentioned that without 
GSA they might have attempted 
suicide.  Many of them mention that our 
weekly meetings are the best part of their 
school week and I heartily agree!   

 
Have you seen any changes in the overall 
attitudes of students? 

The changes that students can show are 
immense.  With our strong GSA presence 
the students are increasingly letting their 
"freak flag fly."  Although there are still 
pockets of the general population that 
actively antagonize and bully LGBT 
students, those bullied students know 
that they have allies and supporters that 
will lend a helping hand and take action 
against discriminatory actions and acts.   

 
How has Youth Outright supported your 
GSA? 

YO provides several services to our 
GSA.  The social gatherings (prom, 
masquerade, etc.) are a welcome change 
from the standard school functions.  It 
provides a place for them to gather and 
be themselves without any worries about 
discrimination.  Jim from YO has also 
attended one of our meetings in order to 
discuss YO and upcoming events.  We 
plan on having him visit again sometime 
in the coming months.  Also, along with 
YO we have begun the Western North 
Carolina GSA Initiative bringing together 
all of the GSAs in the region in order to 
grow and plan together.  Youth Outright 

has been essential in planning and 
implementing those gatherings and we 
look forward to working on a joint service 
project with the initiative. 

 
How can Youth Outright further support 
your GSA and students going forward? 

YO helps the community immensely by 
simply existing.  As long as YO exists 
within the community and provides a safe 
space for all youth they are doing more 
than I could ever ask.  Moving forward I 
hope that YO continues to meet with 
regional GSAs, plan social gatherings, 
educate parents, students, and 
community members, and helping other 
schools in creating a GSA within their 
community. 

 
 

 
 

Queer Youth Theatre Project 
 

Phase one of the Queer Youth Theatre 
Project is nearly complete. The goal was 
to host a variety of workshops and events 
focused on queer youth stories and 
experiences that would be used as 
inspiration in creating an original group-
generated performance. Workshops 
included three YO Sunday meetings, Blue 
Ridge Community College, Drag 
University, Masquerade Ball, UNCA 
Alliance, and a Spoken Word Poetry 
Workshop. Sixteen young people from 
the Queer Youth Theatre class have 
served as the core creative ensemble. 
Meeting weekly they have 
brainstormed, discussed, and 
workshopped their ideas. The show is 
really starting to take shape. We hope to 
represent a myriad of identities that fall 
under the queer umbrella. Our unifying 
concept is "Qtopia" or a queer utopia--a 
place of possibilities. A place of 
multiplicity and complexity. A place that 
is not yet here but a place of becoming. 
Stay tuned for future updates.  

January 15th-17th will be auditions for 
the show, which is open to anyone 
between the ages of 14-23. The show will 

be February 26th-March 1st in the UNC 
Asheville Carol Belk Theatre.  

Contact Lise Kloeppel 
at lkloeppe@unca.edu for more info. 

 

 

Queer Youth Theatre during a Sunday Meeting 
 

 

 
Another Queer Youth Theatre Sunday 

 
  

 
Queer Youth Theatre Poetry Workshop 

 
 

mailto:lkloeppe@unca.edu
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Upcoming Events 
 
February 4th–8th — Youth Outright 
goes to Creating Change 2015 in 
Denver. 
 
February 26th–March 1st — UNCA 
Drama Department presents Queer 
Youth Theatre.  
 
April 17th–18th — Join Youth 
Outright at the annual LGBT in the 
South Conference in Asheville. 
 
May 2015 — The annual, most 
anticipated queer youth social event 
of the year – it's YO Prom!  Date to be 
announced soon. 
 
Spring 2015 — Youth Outright and 
GSAs (gay-straight alliances) from 
around our region will collaborate on 
a community service project as part of 
the WNC GSA Initiative.  Stay tuned—
we will need your support! 
 
Check our website and Facebook for 
more information about our upcoming 
events and activities, or email us at 
info@youthoutright.org. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Special Thanks To… 
 
Major support has been provided by 
Freeman Foundation, Amy Mandel-
Katina Rodis Fund, Alliance for Full 
Acceptance, Daniela Rodis Fund, and 
The Chaddick Foundation. 
 
Bank of America, Mission Health, PLI, 
and Christowerks for helping 
underwrite Young Voices.   
 
Metro Wines for Wine-with-a-
Purpose and YO's Fall Wine Tasting. 
 
Unitarian Church of Asheville for the 
Share-the-Plate program. 
 
The Cathedral of All Souls Outreach 
Ministries, the Community Foundation 
of Henderson County, Perry N. Rudnick 
Endowment Fund and General Grant, 
and TD Charitable Foundation for 
helping underwrite the WNC GSA 
Initiative. 
 
Additional support provided by 
Jewish Community Center, Food 
Experience, Malaprop's Bookstore, 
Make-Up at the Grove Arcade, 
Merrimon Florist, Highland Brewing 
Co., Bruisin' Ales, Tryon Distributing 
LLC,  and Mountain Xpress.  

 
 

 
 
 

P.S.  One final thing… Notice anything different?   
 
We have a new look courtesy of Christopher Knowles at Christowerks.  You'll be seeing much more of our new look 
in the next few months – including a brand new website!  We're excited, and, like all of the gifts we've received in 
2014, we are very grateful. 
 
 

 

http://www.creatingchange.org/
http://www.lgbtinthesouth.com/
http://www.lgbtinthesouth.com/
http://youthoutright.org/
file:///C:/Users/lodieann/Downloads/info@youthoutright.org
http://www.christowerks.com/

