
 
 
Dear Friend of LGBTQ youth: 
 
 

In 2013 the school environment improved for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) youth.  But 
with 55.5 % of youth still reporting that they felt unsafe at school because of their sexual identity the 
improvements leave much to be desired. 
 
The Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education Network (GLSEN), one of the nation’s leading advocates for 
LGBTQ youth, has been conducting the biennial National School Climate Survey since 1999.  GLSEN 
offers the latest and best national snapshot of the realities of being LGBT youth in the United States in 
the 21st Century.  It’s better but not good. 
  
Other noteworthy findings: 

• 30% of LGBT students missed at least one day of school in the past month because they felt unsafe or 
uncomfortable; over a tenth missed four or more days in the past month. 

• More than a third avoided gender-segregated spaces in school, like bathrooms and locker rooms. 
• More than 60% of youth reported avoiding school functions and extracurricular activities.  
• Over 66% of the students who experienced harassment or bullying did not report the incident to school 

staff because they doubted that effective intervention would occur “or the situation could become worse 
if reported.”  

 
A hostile school environment affects students’ academic success and mental health; LGBT students who 
experience victimization and discrimination have lower grade point averages, lower self-esteem and 
higher levels of depression.  You can read the full report at www.glsen.org. 
 
Youth Outright WNC (YO) is the region’s biggest ally and advocate for our LGBTQ youth.   Thank you 
for making that possible! 
 
Life for LGBTQ youth, especially in the rural and small town South, continues to be challenging.  They 
remain isolated and marginalized, and if they do find the courage to come out many are rejected by 
families, friends, neighbors and communities.  Too frequently they may be kicked out of their homes.  
LGBTQ youth are estimated to account for 40% of homeless youth in the United States. 
 
Funders for LGBTQ Issues reports that while three in ten LGBT adults live in the South—more than any 
other region—the south only receives about four cents out of every dollar of domestic LGBTQ funding. 
 
Youth Outright needs your help to remind LGBTQ youth that they are not alone.  Through weekly 
meetings, special social events like It’s YO Prom, and connecting high school and college gay-straight 
alliances (GSAs), YO helps them feel better about themselves, their place in the world,  their connection 
to others, and their futures.  Though I can now marry my partner in North Carolina, we shouldn’t expect 
that to fundamentally change the experiences of LGBTQ youth in WNC, especially in our rural 
communities. 
 
WNC can be a hostile place for LGBTQ youth.  It is not uncommon when I email prom flyers and other 
information relevant to LGBTQ youth to receive requests from WNC high school faculty, counselors and 
administrators to remove them from the list.  When asked why they wouldn’t want gay kids in their 
school system to know they aren’t alone they do not respond. 
 

http://www.glsen.org/
http://youthoutright.org/
http://www.lgbtfunders.org/files/Out_in_the_South_Foundation_Funding_for_LGBTQ_Issues_in_the_U.S._South.pdf


Through your support, you will help us change the climate for LGBTQ youth in WNC!   
 
Jim Faucett, Executive Director 
 

P.S. Can you help YO raise $5,000 by December 31?   If you help us raise $5,000 the Freeman 
Foundation will match it!   Whether this is your first gift to Youth Outright, or you are in a positon to make 
an additional gift, you will help Youth Outright expand its support, advocacy and social opportunities for LGBTQ 
and allied youth in 2015.   Making a difference through your tax-deductible donation is easy - click here to learn 

how.  Thank you. 
 
 
Links (in case hyperlinks don’t work in the letter) 
 
http://www.glsen.org/ 
 
http://youthoutright.org/ 
 
http://www.lgbtfunders.org/files/Out_in_the_South_Foundation_Funding_for_LGBTQ_Issues_in_the_U
.S._South.pdf 
 
http://youthoutright.org/how-you-can-help/ 
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