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Since the Supreme Court decisions 
handed down in June our march towards 
marriage equality continues with California, 
Minnesota, New Jersey, Hawaii and Illinois 
joining the ranks of states recognizing 
same-sex marriage.  It’s a historic time for 
the LGBT community and those 
committed to social justice.   

But we all know that there are miles 
ahead, especially here in North 
Carolina and the rest of the South.  
Our lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and questioning youth 
continue to be marginalized.  They still 
are made to feel “less than” other 
youth, they still struggle with their 
sense of self, and they still seek 
places where they can feel like they 
belong.   

 
The need for safe, welcoming and 
affirming spaces like Youth OUTright 
(YO) remains critical. 

 
YO youth, volunteers and staff 
continue to be busy making life better 
for our LGBTQ youth.  We 
participated in Blue Ridge Pride, 
initiated “Express YO-self,” a program 
that allows youth to explore their 
creativity, we continue introducing 
youth to activism through 
collaborations with WNCAP and 
Campaign for Southern Equality, we 
held our first parent support 
workshop, and we developed Working 
with LGBTQ Youth, a seminar for 
professionals who work with youth.  
The youth meeting space at First 
Congregational United Church of 
Christ has a new look courtesy of 
Carolina Chair Co., Ace Hardware 
and Sherwin Williams – and youth and 
adult volunteers.   
 
THE DANCE: Motown to Gaga at the 
Renaissance Asheville Hotel was a 
blast and helped spread the word 
about our mission.   We are grateful to 
Plasticard Locktech International 
(PLI), Christowerks, Bank of 

America/Merrill Lynch, and many 
others, for making a difference.  We 
are also thankful for A Visual Link and 
their powerful video Safe Space, 
which was premiered at THE DANCE. 
 
And 2014 promises to be just as 
eventful.  In late January YO will travel 
to Houston for the 2014 Creating 
Change Conference, which is being 
made possible in part by the Amy 
Mandel-Katina Rodis Fund.   Planning 
has already started for It’s YO Prom 
2014 which will be in May. 
 
While our sights are set on 2014, 
we’re very grateful for support this 
past year from the Freeman 
Foundation, the Mandel & Rodis 
Fund, Wells Fargo, The Cathedral of 
All Souls, and Alliance for Full 
Acceptance.  Other partners providing 
financial support in 2013 include 
Different Strokes! Theatre Collective, 
Blue Ridge Community College 
Drama Department, Ultimate Ice 
Cream, Charlotte Street Computers, 
Asheville Community Theatre, 
Downtown After 5, Bele Chere, and 
many other businesses, organizations 
and individuals from throughout our 
region.  

 
Should you wish to make an end-of-
year tax-deductible contribution to YO 
and our youth you can do so by 
contacting us at 828.772.1912 or 
info@youthoutright.org.  You can also 
make your donation on-line on our 
website.  Trust me, we will be most 
appreciative. 

 
Thanks again for helping make 2013 a 
memorable year.  On behalf of the 
Board of Directors, our staff and 
volunteers – and our youth – may you 
and your family have a splendid 2014. 

 
Jim Faucett, Executive Director 

  

http://youthoutright.org/
mailto:info@youthoutright.org
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The following quote is from Annaliese, 
a parent involved with Youth OUTright 
who attended THE DANCE: 
 

“First I wanted to congratulate you all 

on a great party. Tucker and I had 

such a great time, and it was obvious 

all of the hard work you all put into it. 

Second, of course I need to thank you 

all for the amazing work you're doing 

with the kids of Asheville. I feel very 

blessed to know you all, and to have 

Saralynn and soon Tucker involved. 

Seeing all of the kids there dancing 

and feeling free to be themselves was 

such a great blessing. I know that it 

also instilled even more in Tuck that 

being himself is beautiful. As a parent, 

I thought this would be an easy road 

to navigate as I have always felt that 

so long as my children were happy 

and with someone with whom they 

shared mutual love everything would 

be fine. I am finding though that the 

right words to say aren't always there. 

To be an advocate for my child 

against those who don't feel the same 

way we do can be a stumbling block. I 

very much look forward to the next 

parent workshop, and getting more 

involved with Youth Outright.   Please 

share my deepest thanks to all 

involved in The Dance and to those 

beautiful kids for sharing their stories. 

These are the kids who are going to 

turn the minds around and open the 

eyes and change the world.”  

 
- -Tucker is very excited about turning 
14 and being able to start attending 
YO meetings. 

 

Photos from THE DANCE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth OUTright voted #1! 

Mountain Xpress readers named YO top “Youth 
Public Service Initiative” in the 2013 Best of WNC 
Awards.  

 

Screaming for Ice Cream! 

During November Ultimate Ice Cream celebrated YO!  
A portion of the sales from the November Flavor of 
the Month-OUTright Rainbow-was donated to YO.
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In the spirit of Thanksgiving, a few 
of our Youth OUTright participants 
pondered what they are thankful for: 

My Cat, Friends, Music, the Internet, Roller 
Derby, Queer community, Capri Suns, Sun 
Shine, Breakfast, Bonus:  Pajamas! 
 
Jennifer Lawrence, Youth OUTright, My 
friends, Books, being proud of who I am 
 

A fantastic boyfriend, an accepting family, a 
decent kitchen, a roof over my head, my 
trusty leather jacket, pens, intelligent and 
trustworthy friends, Snowboard wax, decent 
music, gay boys 
 
Family, Health, Asheville, Education, Friends 

 
My queer family, Youth OUTright, my house, 
gay boys—Braden, Andi, Jackson, Kepler, 
Mike, Jesse, Tyler 
 

We love our Facilitators! 

In our youth survey, we asked YO 
participants to describe how they felt 
about our facilitators.  This is what they 
said: 

“They really care and support me” 

“Really awesome people” 

“They are very responsible, fun, and great to 

be around” 

“I feel like they are helpful and supportive” 

“They all care very much about everyone, 

and they lead the group really well” 

“They are awesome and know what they are 

doing!” 

“Amazing!  10/10”  

“I love them, consider them family” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out our new look!  Thanks Carolina Chair Co., 

Ace Hardware, Sherwin Williams, and to the volunteers 

who helped paint the room. 
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Upcoming Events and Announcements 

January 5  
4-6 pm, YO meeting room @FCUCC (20 Oak Street) 
Climbing Towards Confidence Part I 

Our VOICE will join YO to talk about sexual harassment, 
setting boundaries, and safety. 

January 12 
4-6pm, Climbmax Climbing Center (43 Wall Street) 
Climbing Towards Confidence Part II 
Our VOICE will join us at the downtown climbing gym and 
we will do some climbing! 
 
January 26 
4-6pm, YO meeting room at FCUCC (20 Oak Street) 
LGBTQ History 
Lou Stewart, a local LGBT advocate, will present another 
snapshot of LGBT history in America—from the 20th to the 
21st Century.   

 

January 29-February 2  

YO goes to Houston!  Two lucky scholarship recipients will 
attend Creating Change Conference with YO this year 
thanks in part to the generosity of the Amy Mandel-Katina 
Rodis Fund!  You’ll see photos and reflections from the 
conference in our summer 2014 newsletter.  Keep an eye 
on our FB page for updates from the conference. 
 

May 2014 
It’s YO Prom! 
Stay posted!  Details on our second annual prom are 
coming soon! 
 
Monthly youth meetings in Hendersonville have been 
cancelled until further notice.  The LGBT film series will 
be incorporated into the weekly Asheville meetings. 

 
Keep checking our website and Facebook for updates 
on our programs! 
 

For more information on events, please visit www.youthoutright.org, email 

info@youthoutright.org or call 828.772.1912 

 

Youth OUTright, WNC Inc. is dedicated to 
empowering lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 
and questioning youth ages 14-23 to be confident 
and vital members of our community. 
 
 
YO holds weekly support meetings each Sunday from 4-
6 pm at the FCUCC, 20 Oak Street in downtown 
Asheville.   
 
Editor:  Jessica Hill 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth OUTright has been thrilled to continue 
offering stellar programs throughout 2013 with 
everything from anti-violence workshops and 
HIV/AIDS advocacy to up-cycling Halloween 
costumes and canoeing. We’ve hosted a drag 
panel of local drag superstars and have held 
regular karaoke nights every other month. We 
helped Blue Ridge Pride put together the Teen 
Lounge at Youth Pride and a group of us 
attended LEAF Festivals in May and October. 
We collaborated with the Jewish Community 
Center’s new group: Gay and Lesbians (and 
others) of Western North Carolina (GLOW) for 
a National Coming Out Day open mic event.  
 
In 2014 we look forward to more collaborations 
with WNCAP, Our VOICE, Blue Ridge Pride, 
LGBT Elder Advocates, GLOW, Just Us for All 
(JUFA), Campaign for Southern Equality and 
other amazing area organizations.  We will 
continue our great Sunday night programs as 
we grow our monthly Thursday night (5:00 – 
6:30) Express YO-Self programming, which is 
dedicated to empowering LGBTQ youth – and 
their straight youth allies – through the 
expressive arts. Express YO-Self will include 
everything from dance workshops and theatre 
to comedy and visual arts.  We will focus on 
connecting youth with creative outlets through 
instruction by local artists and their peers!  
Express YO-Self programs will move to weekly 
Thursday nights in 2014.  If you are interested 
in supporting Express YO-Self—let us know!  
We welcome program ideas and opportunities 
at any time. 
 
Thank you to all area organizations, 
professionals, and individuals who have given 
their time to help us make YO programs 
fabulous!  And we love our wonderful 
facilitators! 
 

--Al Murray, Youth Program Coordinator 

http://www.youthoutright.org/
mailto:info@youthoutright.org

