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Stephanie Hickling Beckman (Member-at-Large) moved from Atlanta to Asheville in 1997. The Necessity 
of making a living aside, she has volunteered as a camp counselor for children transitioning between 
foster care and adoption, served as a Guardian ad litem for the Buncombe County Court system, and a 
respite and foster care provider with the Department of Social Services. Steph also sits on the board for 
The Center of Diversity Education at UNCA. She satisfies her passion for theatre and social justice as co-
founder and Managing Artistic Director of Different Strokes Performing Arts Collective. Different 
Strokes! presents theatre that confronts race, sexuality, gender expression, and class distinction, 
and  donates a portion of ticket sales to other local nonprofits who share their vision for equality among 
all people.  She has also served on boards for Western North Carolina AIDS Project, Stand Against 
Racism, The Magnetic Theatre, The Montford Park Players, and the Black Mountain Arts Center.  
 

David Berkey, MD (Treasurer) is a retired Doctor of Audiology and resident of Asheville, NC for the 
past 20 years.  He is a part of the Asheville gay male community in addition to having raised 3 children.  
Before joining the YO Board, he gained nonprofit Board experience while serving for a number of years 
as (first) Treasurer and (later) President of the Academy of Doctors of Audiology, a national organization 
of private practice audiologists.   

 
Susan Blexrud (Vice Chair) has served on the board for three years, and is also responsible for publicity 
and public relations activities.  Susan owned a public relations firm in Orlando, Florida, and served as 
spokesperson for the City of Orlando under Mayor Glenda Hood.  She has served on many boards, 
including the Winter Park Public Library (for nine years and board chairman for two), CITE (the Center 
for Independence, Training and Education for sight-impaired individuals), the public relations advisory 
board for Orange County Public Schools, and New Hope for Kids, a grief counseling organization for 
children who have experienced the loss of a parent or sibling.   

 
E. Keith Bramlett (Chair) teaches in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at the University of 
North Carolina at Asheville.  Involved with the LGBTQ campus organization Alliance and the Diversity 
Action Council on campus and various non-profit organizations in the Asheville-Buncombe community, 
Bramlett offers courses in Queer Sociology, Difference and Inequality, and Sex, Sexualities, and 
Interpretation of Desire.   

 
Braden Harvey (Member-at-Large) was born in Pensacola, Florida and has lived in the Asheville area 
for 13 years.  He will be attending Buncombe County Early College at A-B Tech in the fall.  He started 
attending Youth OUTright meetings in October 2012 and has enjoyed every minute of it.  He is very 
proud to be the youngest member of YO’s Board of Directors.  He wants to help YO become a more 
prominent community organization.  Braden describes himself as “very outgoing and eager to grow and 
learn with Youth Outright in the future."   
 

Jason Jones (Member-at-Large) and his partner Joshua moved to Asheville, NC from Austin, TX in 
December of 2010.  Originally from Waco, TX he attended the University of Texas at Austin and then 
Baylor University completing a Masters in International Management.  It was at Baylor that he met his 
partner Joshua, and they have been happily together for 8 years. It was through a corporate giving 
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program that Jason became involved with Youth OUTright; he feels honored to be on the Board and to 
help continue Youth OUTright's work in WNC.   

 
Susan Kettren (Member-at-Large) is passionate about community service and is appreciative of the 
opportunities she has had to work with a variety of organizations. Susan is the Director of Preventive 
Health for the YWCA of Asheville. Prior to joining the YWCA, Susan spent the past five years with the 
Asheville City Schools and 20+ years working for several YMCA's in various parts of the US holding 
various management positions. Susan Resides in East Asheville NC.   
 

Lise Kloeppel (Member-at-Large) is an Assistant Professor of Drama at UNC Asheville. She teaches 
courses in acting, theatre education, and community cultural development. Before moving to NC she 
lived in Phoenix, AZ, where she founded Theatre@Work (a community-based youth ensemble) and 
worked as an artistic associate with QSpeak Theatre (Arizona's only LGBTQ youth theatre). Starting this 
fall, she will serve as the Director of the Key Center for Service-Learning and Community Citizenship. She 
is a member of the American Alliance for Theatre & Education and Alternate ROOTS and received her 
MFA in Theatre for Youth from Arizona State University.   

 
Judy Rudolph (Member-at-Large) and her partner Susan Wilson have been active in the legal 
community in Buncombe County for 20 years.   Judy’s practice is focused on family law, and she was the 
attorney advocate for the Guardian ad Litem Program representing abused and neglected children for 
seven years.  She currently serves as treasurer for Buncombe Alternatives, a non-profit that includes 
Earn and Learn, a restitution program for juvenile offenders, and Teen Court.  As an attorney for Legal 
Aid's Senior Law Project, she advised seniors on a wide variety of legal issues.  She has served on several 
other non-profit boards as well as human rights committees for a variety of institutions.  Previously, she 
was a public school teacher and administrator in a special education program.  Her family includes two 
adult children, four grandchildren, three dogs and four cats.   
 

Gordon Smith (Member-at-Large) is a mental health counselor in private practice and member of 
Asheville's City Council and is a champion of equality.  He graduated from Warren Wilson College in 
1993 with a BA in English and later received a Master's Degree in Counseling from Western Carolina 
University.  In the interim, Gordon served for two years with the Brethren Volunteer Service doing 
community reconciliation work in Belfast, Northern Ireland.  Gordon lives in west Asheville with his wife 
Rachael and his two big dogs, Charlie and Simon.   
 

Heather Laine Talley (Secretary) is an Assistant Professor of Sociology at Western Carolina 
University.  Her teaching and research center on gender and sexuality, medicine, and the body. Her 
writings on topics as diverse as philanthropy, inequality, disability, and romance have been widely 
published. Her activism covers a range of community-based organizations including Act like a Grrrl, a 
Nashville based organization which invites girls to share and transform their personal experiences 
through writing and the arts, and the Mid-Atlantic Burn Camp. In her work with children and 
adolescents, she uses the sociological imagination as a tool for fortifying self-image and building political 
efficacy. Currently, she lives in the South and works alongside LGBTQ efforts pursuing justice through 
state and federal policy and queer wellbeing through grassroots connections 

 
Carlos Vargas (Member-at-Large, Advisory Board Co-Chair) is a Mexican immigrant.  He lived in 
California for fifteen years, moved to North Carolina after his freshman year in high school, and finished 
his high school diploma in Concord, NC.  After graduating high school, he moved around for a year, until 
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he settled down in Asheville, NC.  He is involved with Youth OUTright as both a youth representative on 
the board as well as a participant at youth meetings.  He is also a member of his church choir and 
performs at the Asheville Community Theatre. Aside from working with volunteer organizations, he is 
also a student at Asheville-Buncombe Community Technical College.   


